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Late Sports Final

shed light
on cahle
late fees

BY DAVE MCKINNEY

SUN TEMES SERENGEIEE 1 B REAG

SPRINGFINLD . Minais

cable industry made two
claims when itfrushed legis-
lation through the House

last fall esxtablithing uniform
$5 late fees: The initiative
was  Ceonsumpr-friendly.”
and it was npt meant to
undermine a | class action
Jawsuit scekink lower Jate
fines.

But court décuments ob-
tained by the { hicagn Sun-
Times bring Hoth of those
assertions into yuestion, and
offer a revealing look info
how one of lasp vear's most
politically ctbarrassing
votes in the Legislature took
shape.

In a deposition for a law-
suit filed by cohsumer activ-
ists, a cable telgvision lobby-
ist testified that lawsoits
challenging cable late fees
did piav a role in seeking the
legisiation, ahd
search had bgen

done  to

Justify the $5 fate set forth.

in the measure,

Neither fact was made
known tn Hose members
when they approved the in
dustry-hacked] legislation
last tall. Conshmer groups
sy the depodition proves
the bill was a “political fix.”

& Details, Page 8

Retired computer pros on call to fix ‘Year 2000’

that na re- -

ELLEN DOMKE SUN TimEs

Chinese Neui Year cheer

Trevor Moy, 3, wearing a dragon costume, watches the

Chinese New Year parade

n Chinatown on Sunday from

the shoulders of his dad, Kato. The parade, featuring a
100-foot-long dragon—a symbol of good luck — attracted
38,000 spectators to ring in 4696, the Year of the Tiger. .
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By HowAith WOLINSKY
B SIS~ BEPUREE

While mans

peaple his age are

“Year 2000 problem™ Ih:ll.s is threat
entng (o crash computers, when the
millennium arrives

Hazzies. a

seninr condultant at

tending their fretirement gardens.  Kanbay Ioce. Chicago ir\klnnnulinn
67-venr-aldd Khatil 8. Hazziez is  technology consultants, Bas found

writing comput

r code to correct the

his career extended becapse he i<

1
1
I

3

prodicient in COBOL. an “ancient’
computer language used on main

frame computers.

COBOL, short for Common Busi
Language. was the
first bigh-level programming lan-
guage used in business. Manv (O

ness Oriented

BY ROBERT NOVAK

SENCTIE N

WASHINGTON Ry the end of last
week, White House aides were passing
this word 1o Demorrats in Congre

1 vou strongly support President Clin
ton, «lont worny about him cutting the
ground trom under vou by inaking revela-
tiens relating to the sex and  perjuny
allegutioms agamst him. In the foresecable
Tature, there will be no explanation com
iy trom the president about his relations
with tormer intern Monica Lewinsky.

What's more. there is oo danger ol
carlv revelations from independent
counsel Kenneth Stare's probe of the
situation St has been stvmied in his

ago wre still in use

Universities in

BOL appheatinns written 35 vears
though
langrnage is viewed ax putdated.
this country
stopped tenching COBOL five vears
ago. adding to the demand for (CO-

Turn to next page

Silence deflects scandal

ettorts to cul u deal with Lewinsky
exchanging immunity lor testimony.
Starr's lawvers were hoping she would
tire her tuther's Beverly Hills lawyer,
William Ginsburg, and hire some Wash-
ington criminal lawyers who would he
muore rensonahle. Instead, Lewinsky und
Ginsburg headed Sunday for Califor-

nia ont of Stare's orhit,
William Jefferson Clinton has es-
caped at least lemporarily  from a

predicament that o week carlier threat-
encd 1o bring him down.

That escape was confirmed by the
perlormance on Sunday's television tatk
shows ot two widely dissimilar personal-
ities: Ginsburg and Sen. Juseph Lieber-

‘ Turn to next page
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Damage to
junior high set |
at $200,000 *

BY SusAN DopGE
~ nl REAN HESou bRl

I'rm( ipal Jay Monier walked.
into Shepard Junior High School
in Deerficld on Sunday to find
more than 50 computers smashed,

trophy cases bruken, windows
shattered, VORs  damaged, and

musical in-
struments
splintered.
*1t was hor-
rible,” said
Monier, who
estimated the
damage at
200,000,
Even clock
faces were

Deertield

siished.

someone  appitrently broke a
back window late Saturday or ear-
Iv Sunday and entered ‘the school |

A smas]
Schod)

huildin

does not have a hur:.,l.ur Jfrom the wall.

at 140 Grove. in a quiet, residential

- alarm
area of north suburban Deerfield, °

r snid he didn’t think

A, H

e i} N . Moni
District 109 Supt. Max Mebice |0 Wi heen stolen. No-gra
satid. swere 10 m(L

The ~chool, next to a large park, Shepsrd students received Maint
i~ about four blocks north of Lake- gt chids Friday, but McGce ‘“wecmwﬁ
Cook Road and about four blocks ke dimlbted that any of the & W's lhi'nm,hum ‘the bhu
west of Waukegun Road. studerith were invoived in the vin-  night. . N

Deerlield palicd said they had no
stuspéets Sunday night. They spent
the lay dusting for fingeeprints
and gathering other evidence. The

Gable late-

By DavE MCKINNEY

S Sk Illl[ RN

SPRINGFIE l) inois enble mdmlr\
. did not conduef n\ research to justify the
fairness of a $b late fee before it rushed
legislation through the state House Inst fall
new court dociniients show.

The documents obtained hy the Chicag
Sun-Times alsa fnake elear that the industry]
pushed the initiptive to better position itself
ng.nn?l a class-Aetion Jawauit seeking lower
feos.

In December, ane of cable television™s tap
lobbyvists testified: in a deposition that is
part of a two-sear legal fight waged by
econsumer activials, who contend most cable
fate fees in THinais are exorbitant.

Gary Maher, president ol tHe Cable Tele-
vistop snd Commtmicalions Assoviation nl
Hlinois. stated under oath that the owsuits
wereone reason fur the legi-lation, He also
~aid np research had heen done Yo lllwlll\ the
prn)mtl 85 fee.

Neither fact wis made hnown 1o House
membiers when they approved the industiy
hackedt fegislition Tast fall. The bl stalled
in thel Senate after the Sun-Times reported
an the Hittle-known measure.

ih+ a- tranedript. from  the deposition,
Maher confirmed that members of his asso.
cintion. when inftiatlv mafliag legistation

i

dalism,
his, -

¥

It was big folks that did-:
is took some thought,” fhe

ter fountain was pulled

Tast summer, disedssed the financial, r.nmfi-
cations of Iate-fee lawsuits and the indis
try's need to “gel...out ffom under thh
consumer concern in lI e lawsuits"’

“We discussed that there are liwsuits ()ut
there, and that one of the rea- ¥

hed trophy case is athng dumago causod by vam dals| over the week
n Deerfigld. The school sup_erlntondent,s_ald he beli

Pig nog an

pipes froma chimé{in .

um'e crewy were busy s
away shattered

‘Many pouplo have called to
»nm\r to hulp, with the clean

PR

,aretob

 ELLEN DMK Sun- TIMES PHOTOS |
d at Shepard Junlor High |

ers and administrators _limo tc
cope with what happg ned.

“We need time fo denl witl
this,” MbGee said. “These peapls
put theif heart into this building
This is their home.”

The sehool will hate an assem
bly for students today to tall
about the incident, which ix hy fa
the worst vandalism the school ha
seen, McGee said. .

Dmtrlct 109 had jus spent abou
$7 million -
on an addi- .
tion at
Shepard,
including a
computer
room now
filled with
shattered
monitorlq
The district
‘has 1mur-
ance to cov-
er the dam-
age, but
Monier said
he did nPt
have specif-
ic informh-
.tion about the distr

Jay Monfer
Discovered thd crime

financia

not student

injure

he Lawsuit uhd an ongoing investi-
into the wvalidity of the lo(‘s by
yiGeneral Jim Ryan.

the lute-fee lawsuit and who took the depo-
sition from Maher, said  his

sons that the lawsuits exist is :
the Jaw must not he clear
enough and our policies must
need ghe foree of the lnw moving
forward in order to prevent fu-
ture lawsuits,” Mather said.

The - eluss-action Tawsuit,
against cable giant TCL,_ c¢hal-
lenges the firm's $3 late charge
as excessive and illegal. Bt speks
refunds for TCI's customers.and
secks 10 knock down future fees,

Currently, Chicago ¢abletop-
erators: charge a late ‘fee that
eguals up to 45 percent of the
hill for basic monihly service.
TCTs $5 fate charge is ahindt 149
percent of its basie¢ service’ hill
in Chicago - A amanth, 'Ry
contrast, wilities are limited fo charging hiie
fees not exceeding LA percent of a talal
monthly hill.

The Iv‘rml.mqn that threezed through Hw
House dast - Mevembor would have deemud
cable’s §5 late foe:* I and reasonable.”
More importantly. < say, i would ave

Gdry|Maher
Cable|lobbyist

testimony reflected a “deceit-
ful lobbying strategy.” .
“I believe the way legisla-
tion should be done.is with an
open debate with testimony
and  evidence,” Lubin  said.
“But the strategy in [Hinois
wits, lets sneak it {through.” ™
In the Decembet deposition,
Maber said he told the hill's
fead sponsor, Rep, Joel Bruns-
vold (D:Milan), about the in-
dustry's need to “clarify the
law™ hecause of lawsuits over
late-fee hilling practices,
Brunsvold denied the subject
T of lawsuits ever akose in talks
| with Maher,
I told (Bransveld] that, in
my apinign, since the law was not uniform
and sincethe law obviously had some prob-
lems with! respect 10 lawyers being able to
sue us. that one of the intents of the. |, Jlegis:

suid. :
Maher filso said the industry had done noy

cellos  thamselves with the broken glass,”
were hm-kod aparty probablly with -~ Monier said. Several -
music  stopped by the school to try to

room, schofll officidls saifl. 'The  strhighten their classrooms.

clocks were stopped at 4 o’glock. Monier was at the huilding as-

sting with the cleanup from 8!
glass  a.m.. when he discovered the van-

Sunday  dalism, until well past 10 p.m. He ,
B . went home once to change clothes..

The school, which has about 460

up, but  six{h-, seventh- and eighth-grad-

. down  ers, plans to open three hours late

1udm’ at 11:15 a.m,, to give teach-

ed to thwart lawsui

teachers

Peter |Lubin, the amurncy who pushed

_with nn:\'thinu. What

Costatus,

Teacher; who rely ()L computer
for lessuns will hmé to reworl
their plani for the week, McGe
said.

Students w»lunlecreg Sunday 10
help in the cleanup, MiGee said.
~ “The kids I've tal ed o an
really angty and . upset ih(-\ [
snying, ‘We want t help, IV
McGeé. What can we do??

*It really, makes mp
that they feel that wa
a great hun( h of kids?"

feel goo
. We've o

research prior to the House vote{to measur
how close $3 came to The true adfninistrative
costs of dealing with |ate-payingicustomers.
When pressed to explain how ji late paye
costs a‘cable company if a collegtion agene;
hns ndt been asked to.intervene, Maher said
“l am not an expert un cable Igte fees mnc
billing. I can’t amwed that question.”
Brunsvold said he doesi't jthink cix
analyses justifying u{ﬁ rap im jlate fees i

relevant, and questidned why he or othe
lawmakers would have needed L know tha
mfnrmmmn ]

“l don’t think research un ‘a numbcl
whether it's $5, $4, of $3, haddnuch to d
ould the¥ research?
said Brunsvold, an assistant Hd§se majority
leader whb had described the bill ay pro-
comsumer.™'l don't thnFﬂ( vou have to justify
a late fee. This is a I)usmexs

But state Rep. Judv Srwin (P -Chicagon
who voted for the mensure but Idter tried to
call another vote after. learning more abowt
the hill, said it would have bieesf important
information and expresstd anger that faw-
makers were not told lhws 8 were a facton
in Ih(- legislation,

“That would he (-up!r.lr\' ta what the
spopsor of the bill indicated il floor de-

- Intion ~wodd be:to ('Inntv the law,” Maher «bate.? she said.

Maher refused to (mdmcnt nnj his d“m\:
fion. !

.




