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Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer speaks during her keynote address at the annual Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in
Las Vegas, Nevada January 7, 2014.
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Yahoo Inc was ordered by a Chicago federal judge on Monday to face a class action
lawsuit accusing the Internet company of sending unsolicited text messages to Sprint Corp
cellphone users in violation of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.
U.S. District Judge Manish Shah said the users could sue as a group over messages sent
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in March 2013 because their claims had enough in common.
Shah rejected Yahoo's arguments that a class action could subject it to damages that were
disproportionate to the alleged harm, promote "piecemeal" litigation covering other time
periods and phone carriers, and thwart Congress' desire that claims be brought individually
in small claims court.
More than 500,000 cellphone users could be part of the class, court papers show.
RECOMMENDED VIDEO

The plaintiffs accused Yahoo of sending them automated "welcome" messages when other
users sent them separate messages via the Yahoo Messenger service.
They said the welcome messages constituted unauthorized advertising for Yahoo services,
violating the federal TCPA and subjecting the Sunnyvale, Californiabased company to
damages of up to $1,500 per message if the violations were willful.
http://www.reuters.com/article/usyahooclassactionidUSKBN0UI21R20160105

1/3

1/5/2016

Yahoo must face class action over text messages: U.S. judge | Reuters

The case was brought by Rachel Johnson, an Illinois resident who claimed to receive a
welcome message from Yahoo after being sent a spam text message from another user

Mexican mayor killed one day after taking office

advertising a means to reduce highcost debt.
Shah declined to certify a separate class of TMobile US Inc cellphone users for welcome
messages sent in April 2014. He said the proposed plaintiff in that part of the case had
consented to receiving welcome messages.
Yahoo did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Trump: "It's not the gun that pulls the trigger"

Keith Keogh, a lawyer for Johnson, said: "We appreciate the court's thorough analysis."
The case is Johnson et al v. Yahoo Inc, U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois,
Nos. 1402028, 1402753.
(Reporting by Jonathan Stempel in New York; Editing by Steve Orlofsky)

More From Reuters
Oil will blow past $80 a barrel in 2016 |30 Dec
Oregon activists picked the wrong battle,
militia leaders say |4 Jan
The double life of a Russian 'spy' beheaded by
Islamic State |29 Dec
Puerto Rico governor: U.S. backtracking on
island's independence |28 Dec
Russia can only use the United States as an
excuse for so long |28 Dec
China creates three new military units in push
to modernize army |31 Dec
Exclusive: Poland wants Britain's help over
NATO troops in Brexit talks |3 Jan
Britain’s exit from Europe: 28 days later |24 Dec
Trump’s journalism rhetoric is no laughing
matter |22 Dec
Global smartphone brands face mass
extinction |22 Dec

Back to top

Reuters.com

Business

More from Reuters

Reuters News Agency

Support & Contact

Support

Corrections

Account Information

Register

Sign In

Connect with Reuters
About

Markets

Twitter
Privacy Policy

World

Politics

Technology

Brand Attribution Guidelines

Facebook
Terms of Use

Linkedin
Advertise With Us

Opinion

Money

Pictures

Videos

Site Index

Delivery Options

RSS
AdChoices

http://www.reuters.com/article/usyahooclassactionidUSKBN0UI21R20160105

Podcast

Newsletters

Mobile

Copyright

2/3

1/5/2016

Yahoo must face class action over text messages: U.S. judge | Reuters

Thomsonreuters.com
About Thomson Reuters
Our Flagship financial
information platform
incorporating Reuters
Insider

An ultralow latency
infrastructure for
electronic trading and
data distribution

A connected approach to
governance, risk and
compliance

Our next generation legal
research platform

Our global tax
workstation

Investor Relations
Careers
Contact Us

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal
finance, stock market, and mutual funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires
fair presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.
NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

http://www.reuters.com/article/usyahooclassactionidUSKBN0UI21R20160105

3/3

